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Initiatives for Supplemental Water 

1. Blindman River Pumping License Reactivation 

2. Deep Ground Water Pumping 

3. Water Flow Blockage Study

4. Red Deer River Pumping 
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Gull Lake Historical Water Level
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Blindman Pumping License Re-Activation

• Pumping commenced in 1976

• Priority # 1974-01-07-02

• 5,000,000 m3 annually

• License suspended in 2017 due to Prussian Carp 
identified in Red Deer River system

• Application for License Re-activation issued in 
January 2025

• Currently in 30 day notice period
(as of March 4, 2025) 

• On stream forecast spring of 2026
(if application is approved)
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Deep Ground Water Pumping 

• Investigating the Haynes 
aquifer

• 200 meters below surface 

• Isolated from upper aquifers 
where all water wells are 
producing from

• Two test wells proposed 
• NE end Meridian Beach area
• SW end Blindman Canal area
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Water Flow Blockage

• Engineering Study to investigate natural water 
flow blockages at the north end of Gull Lake 
Drainage Basin

• County of Ponoka managing the project

• $200,000 grant applied for and received in 2025
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Red Deer River Pumping

• Initiative of interest

• Water License owned by an oil company

• License issued in 1993 for oil pool waterflood

• Active license 800,000 m3 annually 

• Operation suspended in 2014

• Pipeline terminates 3 km south of Gull Lake

• Three water wells completed in riverbed 
gravel (natural filtration)
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Gull Lake Photos
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Gull Lake Photo
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Birch Bay Marina – November 2024


