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Basin Quick 
Facts
Å.ŀǎƛƴ ƛǎ п҈ ƻŦ !.Ωǎarea; 3% of 
water supply; >33% ofǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

ÅLargest tributary to theSouth 
{ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴ

ÅSignificantlyengineered basin 
(15ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘŀƳǎ κ ǿŜƛǊǎύ

ÅHard Working>45% of!.Ωǎ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘŜŘ 
land isserved by Basin waters

ÅWater quality andquantity are 
ongoingissues
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BRBC History of SOW Reporting

1990s: 
Minister of 

Environment 
strikes Task 

Force

1991: Bow 
River Water 

Quality 
Council 

created by 
Ministerial 

Order

1994: State 
of the Bow 

River Report

2000: Bow 
River Basin 

Council 
formed, 

arms-length 
from 

Government

2003: Water 
for Life 

Strategy, 
BRBC 

becomes 
WPAC

2005: State 
of the Bow 
River Basin 

Report

2008 Bow 
Basin WMP 
Ph1 (water 

quality)

2010: Bow 
Basin State 

of the 
Watershed 
Report & 
Online V1

2012: Bow 
Basin WMP 
Ph2 (land 

use)

2015: Online 
State of the 
Watershed 

Report

2024: Bow 
Basin State 

of the 
Watershed 
anticipated 

release
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State of the Watershed
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State of the Watershed: BRBC Core Work
Mandate and Roles Document: State of the Watershed Assessments and 
reporting

άAssessment: Evaluate the condition of the aquatic environment in the Bow 
watershed using a variety of indicators and metrics informed by the best 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦέ

άReporting: tǳōƭƛǎƘ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ 
conditions, local pressures in the watershed and, potential gaps in 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦέ
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New for current report
Access to spatial data, capacity for in-house analysis

In-house ArcGIS capacity

Watershed Stewardship Groups publishing sub-watershed SOWs

Enhanced engagement with partners

Additional collaboration

Water Quality Technical Committee

6



BRBC State of the Watershed: 
Scales
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Bow Basin

Sub-
Watersheds


