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Red Deer River Watershed Alliance (RDRWA)

e One of 11 Watershed Planning and
Advisory Councils (WPACSs)

e Multi-sector, not-for-profit, science-
based organization

e Vision of a “healthy, dynamic and
sustainable watershed through the
efforts of the entire community”.

Water for Life Goals:
e Safe, secure drinking water

e Healthy, aquatic ecosystems
e Reliable, quality water supplies for a

growing economy
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“Alberta’s water resources must be managed within the

capacity of individual watersheds.” (WFL)

e \Watershed context:
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The Red Deer River Watershed

e Population: 300,000 people

74 urban & rural
municipalities

Banff National Park —
Special Areas

53% agricultural footprint,
with over 13,000 farms

Over 130,000 oil and gas
wells

Focyftrd
Westem Ifrigation District

Highway 2 corridor



MRD - Operations & Governance

Staff
2 staff
Watershed project coordinator
2 summer students

2 SAIT Capstone students
Planning

Strategic plan

Workplan/Budget

Grant writing & reporting
EPA operational annual
WRRP

Ecotrust Grant proposal

Governance Committee &
Board Recruitment Committee




MRD - Education & Collaboration

e 3 Maqjor Events

p G 3
: Measuring What Matters -
* Volunteer for the Green Deer Spring Clean
° O U 'I're AcC h & E d UCcd 'I'| on P I'( )( ; rams Riparian Areas in the Medicine-Blindman Rivers Watershed e

* Science Corner, Opportunities and More

> Y
N

e Videos & Resources

o E-Newsletfters and Social Media ~= | WATERSHED AGTIVITIES

ated \ed management planning is an ongoing process of identifying

in a watershed,

stakeholdes

ine share

mmunity mes and expet s, targets, and

nd then working together to implement desired changes.

SMALL LOCAL PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS
Y Clearwater County announcement

\ Borde

Permits

idate the already approved Ki

amendments to the pro

LARGER PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS

Special Areas Irrigation Project: Feb 2023 update

Special Areas Feasibility Study has determined that the project could
develop up to 108,000 acres for irrigation. Project update below o~




MRD - Watershed Assessment and Planning

IWMP & Technical Rep
(2011-2016)

10-year
Review of
the WMP
for the
SSRB BAC
2018




Riparian Areas Provide Goods and Services
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Normal Water Level - — — — — — — o

Water Table
(location varies and may change)

- 'Wﬂwmb,ﬂnqmoﬂhﬂwﬂumm "

Low Water Level SR ie e

Images courtesy of Riparian Web Portal

=

= @
Affordable

drinking water

(E

Water storage

Goods and Services: Riparian areas
benefit people and communities.
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Recreational,
cultural or wildlife
viewing
opportunities
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Hunting and

angling
opportunities

Livestock shelter,
forage and
grazing
opportunities

Erosion and
sedimentation
control



Riparian Health Project

- Mapping completed for 7 subwatersheds Riparan Ares Assessment orthe Bufilo,
- Working to map: Rosebud, Raven and Michichi  EeSEessstaia

R
Objectives: \ A
- Identify ‘baseline’ conditions ¥
- Prioritize riparian areas to focus conservation
and restoration activities
- Engage with municipalities and partners to _— " . e
identify conservation and restoration |
opportunities

Progress of Activities:
o Mapping commenced
o WiIll be creating working group

County of Wetaskiwin Overall Intactness

Very Low Moderate High

Low




State of Watershed Update

e Project Phases

o  Technical Committee and Develop TOR

o  Surface and GW water quality chapters

m data inventory; data compilation and screening;
assessment; reporting

o Benefit of Results

o  Source water conditions for context and planning

o ldentify areas to focus BMPs and education programs

Land use activities can contribute to water quality issues and
can also increase flooding during storms or thawing periods.

Riparian Buffers:
Riparian buffers are strips of trees, shrubs and grasses that run along creeks and
streams and protect them from pollution and erosion.

o  Step towards healthy watershed

. C. . // Water Quality:
o  Collaboration across watershed - Opportunities to contribute @f:‘:::“5#'.22:?3?2f°£:&.‘5";x“YZZ:,”:,SZ3:35;Lﬂ:ﬁii“:!ﬁ:":i?‘iﬁi:ﬁ.‘

/ ’ Fisheries:
The types and numbers of fish found in our creeks are good indicators of
. watershed health.

-



MRD - Partnership & Collaboration

Provincial
e WPAC - SOW TAC and Outreach and Education work

Regional

o Intrabasin Water Coordinating Committee — quantity discussion

o South Saskatchewan Region Operational Model SSROM- quantity model

o AB Innovates Grant - Shallow GW quality study

o« CABIN — biomonitoring model proposal for ecosystem health assessment tool
o« EPA - Surface water quality framework for the mainstem LTRN - 2023

Local
o Municipalities and counties (Rosebud, Raven, Michichi)
e WSGs -Medicine River Watershed Society — students & support



Summary

Regional Resource annvaL | i =y
REPORT \

2021-2022

Convenor & Collaborator
 AGM June 22
*Education and Water Literacy

« E-News & Events

* Website Materials www.rdrwa.ca
*Watershed Assessment and Planning

* Riparian mapping and restoration

« SOW TOR and WQ update

*Operations and Governance

« Continue to build the RDRWA team, committees and partnerships


http://www.rdrwa.ca/
https://rdrwa.ca/events/
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Keep In Touch

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter

ANNUAL
REPORT

WWW.rdrwa.ca
Social media

Facebook & Twitter (@QRDRWA)

Upcoming Events
RDRWA Casino May 29 & 30
AGM June 22
Events Calendar
Contact us
InNfo@rdrwa.ca
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